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EU sanctions against Russia over Ukraine crisis 
 
In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate destabilisation of a neighbouring 
sovereign country, the EU has imposed restrictive measures against the Russian Federation. 

The European Union is focusing its efforts on de-escalating the crisis in Ukraine. The EU 
calls on all sides to continue engaging in a meaningful and inclusive dialogue leading to a lasting 
solution; to protect the unity and territorial integrity of the country and to strive to ensure a stable, 
prosperous and democratic future for all Ukraine's citizens. The EU has also proposed to step-up 
its support for Ukraine's economic and political reforms. 

An extraordinary meeting of the Council of the European Union on 3 March 2014 
condemned the clear violation of Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity by acts of 
aggression by the Russian armed forces as well as the authorisation given by the Federation 
Council of Russia on 1 March for the use of the armed forces on the territory of Ukraine. The EU 
called on Russia to immediately withdraw its armed forces to the areas of their permanent 
stationing, in accordance with the Agreement on the Status and Conditions of the Black Sea Fleet 
stationing on the territory of Ukraine of 1997. 

In a statement of the Heads of State or Government following an extraordinary meeting on 
6 March, the EU underlined that a solution to the crisis must be found through negotiations 
between the Governments of Ukraine and the Russian Federation, including through potential 
multilateral mechanisms. Having first suspended bilateral talks with the Russian Federation on visa 
matters and discussions on the New (EU-Russia) Agreement as well as preparations for 
participation in the G8 Summit in Sochi, the EU also set out a second stage of further measures in 
the absence of de-escalatory steps and additional far-reaching consequences for EU-Russia 
relations in case of further destabilisation of the situation in Ukraine. 

In the absence of de-escalatory steps by the Russian Federation, the EU imposed the first 
travel bans and asset freezes against Russian and Ukrainian officials following Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea. The EU strongly condemned Russia’s unprovoked violation of Ukrainian 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

The EU believes a peaceful solution to the crisis should be found through negotiations 
between the Governments of Ukraine and the Russian Federation, including through potential 
multilateral mechanisms. 

The EU also remains ready to reverse its decisions and re-engage with Russia when it 
starts contributing actively and without ambiguities to finding a solution to the Ukrainian crisis. 
 



As the EU does not recognise the annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol, the following 
restrictions have been imposed. 

• The EU has adopted a prohibition on imports originating from Crimea and Sevastopol unless 
accompanied by a certificate of origin from the Ukrainian authorities. 

• Investment in Crimea or Sevastopol is outlawed. Europeans and EU-based companies may no 
more buy real estate or entities in Crimea, finance Crimean companies or supply related services. 

• In addition, EU operators will no more be permitted to offer tourism services in Crimea or 
Sevastopol. In particular, European cruise ships may no more call at ports in the Crimean 
peninsula, except in case of emergency. This applies to all ships owned or controlled by a 
European or flying the flag of a member state. 

• It has also been prohibited to export certain goods and technology to Crimean companies or for 
use in Crimea. These concern the transport, telecommunications and energy sectors or the 
prospection, exploration and production of oil, gas and mineral resources. Technical assistance, 
brokering, construction or engineering services related to infrastructure in the same sectors must 
not be provided. 
 


